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Preparations. for the World Christian Youth Conference 
Oslo 1947 
Preparations for the second World Conference of Christian Youth to be held at 
Oslo July 22-31, 1947 under the motto "Jesus Christ is Lord", are going forward 
steadily in spite of very great difficulties of transport and finance. 


It is now announced that the speakers will be: Bishop Berggrav (Lutheran, 
Norway), Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft (Reformed, Netherlands), Rev. D.?. Niles 
(Methodist, Ceylon), Professor Jacques Ellul (Reformed, France), Dr. Kirtley 
Mather (Baptist, U.S.A.), Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr (Hvangelical-Reformed, U.S.A.), 
Mr, Li Chu Wen (Baptist, China), and Dr. Martin Niemoller (lutheran, Germany). 
The Anglican Bishop Stephen Neill (Great Britain) has accepted an invitation to 
preach at the Sunday morning service, and an Orthodox preacher will be invited 
to preach at the celebration of the Holy Liturgy. The principal speaker at the 
Rally for Norwegian Youth and Conference delegates on July 29, St. Olav's day, 
will be a Norwegian. 


Experts and discussion and Bible study group leaders have been nominated 
by a great variety of countries, and the 130 members of this key-group are now 
being selected, Mr. Robert Root has accepted the position of Director of Public 
Relations. 


The four initiating organizations are the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, 
the World's Y.W.C.A., the World's Student Christian Federation and the World 
Council of Churches; the sponsoring organizations are the International Mission- 
ary Council, the World's Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches 
and the World's Sunday School Association. 


The Norwegian Committee is chaired by the Rev. C. Bonnevie-Svendsen and the 
Secretary is Andreas Grasmo of the Norwegian Y.M.C.A. The Committee has secured 
the use of the large modern Philadelphia Hall for the main sessions of the Con- 
ference and is finding solutions to the extremely difficult problem of 
accommodation, 
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An "Announcement" of the Conference, giving essential aspects, has now been 
published in Bnglish, French and Geman and will be available shortly through 
the national headquarters of the responsible organizations. The Rev. 0.9. Tomkins 
has written a booklet éntitled "Youth in the World Church" which contains a 
synopsis of the history of the ecumenical movement and the World Conference of 
Christian Youth. This booklet will be published in several languages. 


Over 5000 copies of the "Ten Questions for Preparatory Study" have now been 
distributed. Translations in many languages have appeared. As the majority of 
these copies are being used by groups rather than by individuals it will be seen 
that already a very large number of young people are participating directly in 
the work of the Conference. As a travelling secretary reported recently, "The 
Oslo Conference has already begun", E.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN : Death of the former Bishop of Gloucester 


The former Bishop of Gloucester, Dr. Headlam, a well-known leader in the 
Faith and Order Movement, has died, Dr, Headlam took an outstanding part in the 
discussions on the question of rapprochement between the Church of England and 
the Hastern Orthodox Churches, the 01d Catholic Church and the Lutheran Churches 
in the former Baltic countries, Finland and Sweden. He is the author of a 
number of books which had a great influence on the ecumenical discussion, 

HE.P.o. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Fighting Materialism and Race Discrimination 


Formulation of a Christian programme geared to campete on an ideological 
level with Communist propaganda was urged in a resolution adopted by the 53rd 
annual’ meeting of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, held in 
Bush Hill Falls in January 1947 (see B.P.S. No. 5) and representing 123 Protes- 
tant Mission Boards and Societies in the United States and Canada, 


The resolution warned of a "Steadily increasing adherence to the material- 
istic faith of Marxian philosophy." Describing Communism as "basically anti- 
religious and anti-Christian" the resolution authorized the Conference's 
administrative committee to make a special study of the facts concerning the 
spread of Communism as well as "those un-Christian social and economic conditions 
which predispose people to its acceptance". 


The Conference also resolved that the Churches of North America and their 
agencies consider ways and means of eliminating racial discriminaticn "within 
and without" the Church, 


Asserting that the Church must take "a forthright and uncompromising position 
on the side of human rights", the statement said the problem of group relations 
is one of the great social and ethical issues of the day. The following consid- 
erations were set forth among others as imperative for the development of the 
Home Missions enterprise in the United States and Canada; 


The full influence of the Church shouid be exerted to secure the eradication 
of racial segregation and discrimination, whether imposed by law or by social 


‘ eustam, and to fight against whatever implies a "ghetto pattern” of living. 
HPO. Geneva 
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JAPAN Disestablishment of Shintoism 


The problem of State Shintoism has been one of the most difficult problems 
that has confronted the Japanese Churches. It is therefore interesting to find 
that Shintoism is now being disestablishéd, Indeed, according to the "New York 
Herald Tribune" (Paris edition, February 4, 1947), Japan's 110,000 Shinto 
shrines will soon be forced to ask the diminishing believers a greater 
contribution. 


Under the terms of the new bill to be presented to the Diet by the Finance 
Ministry, writes the newspaper, the Shinto shrines will be required to buy the 
land on which they are built, now largely owned by the government. If they are 
unable to buy the land it appears that they will be forced to move, 


The enactment of the bill was made necessary by the stipulation of the new 
constitution forbidding the use of government property by religious bodies, The 
constitution goes into effect on May 3, and all sales must be completed by that 
date, Only shrines which existed prior to 1858, when the government took over 
Japan's ancient religion in an effort to defy the emperor, will be exempted from 
forced sales. With the enactment. of this bill the long process sepsrating Shinto 
from the State will be ."largely campleted", All financial support by the 
government has been withdrawn and forced contributicns by the Japanese people 
have been generally abandoned, 


Japan's Shinto shrines have also been deeply affected by a sharp drop in the 
number of Japanese making pilgrimages to the shrines, Throughout Japan priests 
are leaving the shrines and are becoming merchants or labourers. But cmtrary 
to expectations, many Shinto priests declare that since the Meiji period when 
the emperor worship was grafted on to the essentially monotheistic form, the 
Shinto religion had became corrupt and had grown away from many of its original 
fous, s"lhis- 18 a ditfacuit period of purification", Tokishishi Yokoi, ¢hier 

riest of the Yasukuni shrine, said, “Eventually, Shintoism will emerge into 
its greatest period", F3P.5, Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Deaba of Urs James H, Rushbrooke 


Dr..James H. Rushbrooke died at the age of 76, after a brief illness, Dr, 
Rushbrooke was first Eastern secretary for the World Baptist Alliance, then 
General Secretary, eventually becoming President, an office he held up to the 
time of his death, Until a fortnight before he passed away he was busy with pre- 
parations for the Baptist World Congress to be held in Copenhagen this summer. 

He was an ardent Baptist but was equally a good Free Churchman, taking a4 
responsible position in the Free Church Federal Council. E.P.S, Geneva 


Mission of Goodwill from India 


A deputation of Christian nationals fron India will leave India in 
February to visit the Churches in Great Britain and North America, Dr. Paul 
David Devanandan, Professor of Philosophy and History of Religions at United 
Theological College in Bangalore, South India, speaking of this mission said: 


"The time has come for a Mission of Goodwill to renew contacts, to take 
counsel, and, above all, to acquaint the Churches in Great Britain and America 
with first-hand information of what is happening in Christian India today. Apart 
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from the fact that the country is on the threshold of a new era in its history.se 
the Church also has grown in strength and leadership: witness the scheme for 
Church Union in South India to be inaugurated in the autumn (see EPS No. 5). 

It will certainly take years before the Indian Church can stand unaided on its 
own feet; but both missionaries and nationals feel that, in this new period, 
thers should be a radical revision of policy and method. Control of Church 
affairs must henceforth be in Indian hands. The distinction between Mission and 
Church of a previous generation needs to be dissolved. Integration and partner- 
ship are the immediate objectives to be realized. Not less, but more missionary 
helpers are needed," 


The deputation members are Behari Lal Rallia Ram, an outstanding Anglican 
layman, the present Chairman of the National Christian Council, who leads the 
deputation; Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Executive Secretary of the N.C.C., well lnown 
in world Iutheran circles and the Sunday School Movement; Bishop John Subhan, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Southern Asia, a Moslem convert, outstanding 
scholar and author, former Sufi mystic, now a fleming Apostle of Christ; Rev, 
Paul Ramaseshan, of the British Methodist Chureh, Chairman of the General Synod 
in 1946, "hails from an orthodox Brahmin family, faced persecution when he chose 
to accept Christ while a student in St. Joln's College"; and Ranjit Chet Singh, 
connected with the Student Christian Movement both in India and England, an 
accepted authority in Adult Educction, closely associated with the work of the 
society of Friends in India, 


"No finer set of men", continues Professor Devanandan, "representatives of 
all the aspects of Christian evangelism and the different sections of the Church 
in India could have been chosen, This Mission of Goodwiil... should result in 
renewed effort for the extension of God's Kingdom on earth, in close ‘partnership 
of the Older and the Younger Churches." E.P.S, Geneve 


Two Pamphlets on the World Council of Churches 


nvwhat is the World Council of Churches?" is the title of an illustrated 
pamphlet issued by Dr. Robert M. Hopkins, at the headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva. It gives a brief survey of the activity of the 
different Depiurtments of the Council, as an expression of "the emergence of a 
Ohristi.n fellowship extending into almost every nation". The full list of the 
97 Churches which already became members of the World Council is given at the 
end of the pamphlet, which contains also u series of pictures showing the World 
Council's staff et work. 


Orders can be sent in to the offices of the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva, 17 route de Malagnau, London (21, Bloomsbury Street, W.C.1) or New York 
(297, Fourth Avenue, New York 10). 


Another pamphlet of the same kind w.s issued by Dr. Baez Camargo in Mexico, 
in Spanish. under thetitle "Hl Consilio Mundial de Iglesias". It is especially 
intended for the Spanish speaking Christians in Latin America and gives a survey 
of the ecumenical movement as focussed in the constitution of the World Council 
of Churches, B.P.S. Geneva 
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CZECHOSLOVAKTA Synod of the Evangelical Church 


The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren met at Prague from 
Jonuary 15-18, 1947. This Church has the largest number of members of any of the 
Protestant Churches in Bohemia and Moravia; it is the outcame of the fusion in 
1918 of the Reformed and Lutheran Churches and at present has 307,296 members, 
The Chairman at the meetings of the Synod was the Moderator, Dr. Josef Krensk, 
who emphasised the task of the Church in the spiritual reconstruction of 
Czechoslovakia through the preaching of the Gospel, by boldly taking its place 
in the vanguard of those who wish to devote themselves to Christ's work, 


The Synod expressed its profound gratitude to the Synodal Council and its 
Moderator for their courageous attitude and their wise defense of the Church 
against the invader, and also for the help they had extended to theological 
students to enable them to pursue their studies in spite of the closing of the 
University. 


Concerning the relations with the other Protestant Churches of Czechoslovakia, 
the Synod decided to continue its conversations with these Churches; to modify 
the church constitution so as to enable the Church to have the name not only of 
"Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren" but also that of "Evangelical Church"; 
finally, through another change in the constitution, it decided to include in 
the Evangelical Church all the Czech parishes which were formerly Lutheran or 
Reformed, for instance those of former Germen or Polish origin. 


Lively discussion took place concerning the question of the co-religionists 
in the frontier districts, where new parishes are springing up and an immense 
scheme of social work is needed. Church members were urged to defend the sacred 
character of Sunday, the Lordts Day. 


The Synod received a report on the work in the Cameroons from the mission- 
ary, Mirko Mikolasek, who has been working up to the present in the service of 
the Missionary Societies in Paris. It has been decided to open a mission 
station in Africa at the expense of the Evangelical Church. 


The Synod sent a delegation to present its respects to President Benes, 
Monsieur Benes replied that "he regarded the activities of the Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren as one of the most importunt, because it had been connected 
for many centuries with the best aspirations of the country". ByP.S. Geneva 


Conference on Evangelism 


Under the auspices of the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of 
Churches a Conference on evangelism opened in Geneva on February 11, 194”. 
Participants from 15 different countries representing the Anglican, Lutheran and 
Reformed Churches came together to discuss their common task of world evangelism 
and find new ways and methods for this essential duty. 


Dr. J. Hutchison Cockburn, Director of the Reconstruction Department, 
pointed out in his opening address that this was only a preliminary meeting. The 
Conference had its origin in the present state of the world, which is marked by 
distressed Churches, uprooted people, militant opposition to Christianity and an 
unparalleled opportunity for evangelism, In these circumstances, he said, it is 
through God's Providence that the World Council of Churches exists, Its duty is 
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to proclaim the necessity of evangelism, provide the means to evangelize, show 
the methods and encourage a united approach to the problems which face all 
Churches. Finally one must meet the opposition of the enemies of Christ with a 
co-ordinated army. 


Drs Va os Visser It Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
gave a picture of the development of the ecumenical movement of today, from an 
individualistic attitude to the rediscovering of the Christian community in the 
Church. Now the Churches meet as Churches, conscious of their task of evangelizing 
a de-Christianized world. 


Dr. W. Schweitzer, on behalf of the Study Department of the World Council, 
explained how the Department, in preparation for the Assembly of the Council in 
1948 was building up its work on evangelism. 


Professor Homrighausen (U.S.A.) was appointed member of the steering 
committee along with Rev. H. Hauge of Norway, Rev. Jean Lasserre of France, 
Pastor Ch. Brutsech of Switzerland, and Rev. H. A. Jones, Provost of Leicester in 
Britain, Reports on the position of evengelism in some of the countries were 
given. 


Dr. A. W. Kiss of the Netherlands stated that the Dutch mentality was 
opposed to evangelism in the traditional sense with its open expression of 
feelings and intimate things of the heurt. But he reported that the war exper- 
ience had awakened many people to the danger of de-Christiunization in their 
society, In training centres for laymen a new type of evangelism thet srouses 
pedple to their responsibilities in Christianizing society has developed wide 
interest. 


In areas of greatest bomburdment in England, "Religion and Life" weeks have 
proved most popular, pointed out Rev. G. 8. Grive of the British Council of 
Churches. "The same areas have been strong supporters of politic.l1 reform, due 
to a sense of frustration in war situation", he added. "People are looking to 
the Churches more and more to help develop character needed in a social service 
state. On the other hand, people dissatisfied by planning are seeing that man 
does not live by bread clone - whether it is "capitalist" or “socialist” bread, 
"but by every work that proceeds out of the mouth of God." 


Paster P. Chapel of France pointed out difficulties of a small scattered 
Protestantism including the need for chapels and more pastors. He gave 
incidents where the courageous efforts of Protestants had won the respect of 


non-Church people, E.P.S. Geneva 
GHRMAN Y For the Unity of the Church 


The following Statement hus been issued by the Church Press Agency of 
Wurttemberg: 


Some of the Lutheran Churches within the Evangelical Church in Germany 
intend to unite in a "United Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Germany" (V.E.L.«.D.). 
A draft constitution has been published, so that open discussion of the question 
is sure to begin soon. The union of the VELKD has not yet been formed, but is 
certainly imminent. 
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The President of the Council of the Rvangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has 
immediately sent an invitation to a serious discussion with the Lutheran Council. 
The purpose of this is to clear up the question as to what form the RKD must 
assume, if the VELKD is established. It is clear that the VELKD presents the 
EKD with a serious problem, The President of the Council of the EKD has resolved 
to preserve and strengthen the unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany. He 
is in a better position to do so, because the whole Council of the EKD is 
unanimous in this decision. 


The formation of the VELKD is of great significance to the other Churches. 
This applies especially to the Churches, parishes, pastors and parish-circles 
which belong to the Church of the Augsburg Confession, but not to the Lutheran 
Council, The President of the Council of the EKD has therefore immediately 
invited to a conference those Churches which do not belong to the Lutheran 
Council, but which are either members of the Augsburg Confession or which include 
parishes which belong to the Augsburg Confession. The first preliminary discussion 
with these Churches took place on January 24, 1947 in Treysa, Three principal 
truths were pronounced with unanimous approval: 


1. The formation of the VELKD will divide the EKD into two groups of 
Churches and parishes belonging to the Augsburg Confession. This must be taken 
into consideration in the order of the Evangelical Church. 


2-e The formation of unions belongs to the past; so does the assertion, 
of the 16th and 17th centuries, that other confessions are not to be addressed 
as the Church of Jesus Christ. 


S. The Theological Declaration of Burmen is not a declaration of union, 
but a testimony which must be made by all the Churches today, who claim seriously 
to be Christian Churches, H.P.S. Geneva 
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